
 

 

LESSON NOTE ON AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE FOR WEEK 3 ENDING 

Class: SS2 

Topic: Principles of animal health management 

Presentation and development 

Period 1: 

What is disease in animal. 

A disease is a departure from the normal state of health if an animal. An absolute health in animal may 

not be ascertain but if an animal is able to to perform its physical activities adequately, then animal is 

said to be health Disease in an animal could be contagious or infectious.  

A disease is said be contagious when is transmitted by contact while when it is transmitted without 

contact rather by mere spread is called infectious disease. 

Causes of animal diseases 

Diseases in animal are caused by four three organisms and a none organism, namely: 

1. Micro- biological organisms 

2. Parasitic organisms 

3. Fungi organisms and 

4. Nutritional deficiencies or malnutrition. 

1 . Microbiology organisms: These are diseases caused by either of the following: 

Bacteria organisms: examples are:  Tuberculosis, Anthrax, Brucellosis, Bovine mastitis, fowl pox etc. 

Viral diseases : Examples are: Foot and Mouth disease, pneumonia diseases, Rinderpest diseases, 

Newcastle disease , Chronic Respiratory Disease(CRD). 

Protozoa diseases: Examples are:  Trypanosomiasis  ,coccidiosis, Red water fever disease. 

2. Fungal disease. Examples of fungal diseases are: Aspergillosis, Ringworm, etc. 

 

Evaluation and assignment 

1. State the causal organism, transmission, symptoms and control of five viral diseases of farm 

animal. 

2. Identify and draw  four parasites that attack farm animals and state three economic importance 

of them. 

 

 



 

 

Period 2: 

3.Parasitic organisms: 

These are organisms which lives and derives its food from another organism called the host thus, 

causing the host to suffer many damages while they gains in the association. 

There are two types of parasite namely: 

- Endo parasite and Ecto-parasite 

While endo parasite are those parasite that lives inside and cause damages to the body of the 

host. Examples includes tape worm, round warm,liverfluke,trypanosoma, plasmodium etc 

Ecto parasite are those organisms that lives outside and cause damages to the body of their 

host. Examples are ringworm, louse,tick etc. 

Malnutrition: This is also another non organism that cause disease to farm animal. This occur when 

animals are poorly and inadequately fed. 

General methods of prevention and control of diseases and pests. 
- Provide good and adequate balanced diet 

- Keep resistant breeds of animals 

- Maintenance of clean environment 

- Isolate sick and unproductive animals 

- Provision of clean feed and water 

- Wash the feeding and watering troughs regularly 

- Provide dipping services against ectoparasites.  

Some factors that can predispose livestock to diseases 

- Nutrition: This has to do with feeding of animals. This is very important and of animals are 

poorly fed, definitely disease will find it very easy to attack such animals. 

- Management: when animals are not well managed very well by not giving them vaccination at 

appropriate time or refusal to clean their house of dirts will definitely lead to animals being 

attacked by diseases. 

- Poor Housing: This pre-disposes animals to diseases due to unfavorable conditions like heavy 

rainfall, and high temperature. 

- Breeds of Animals: This is necessary because good breeds can resist disease attack but of the 

breed of the animals are poor, it can easily be susceptible to diseases.  

- Other factors like injury, stress, sex,age and vectors. 

Summary and conclusion 

Parasite are organisms that live either inside or outside the body of their host (animal) causing damages 

to them while deriving their living from. They are of two types: Endo parasite and Ecto parasite. 

To prevent and control diseases/pest, animal farm must clean, feeding materials must be washed, there 

must be provision of foot dipping, visitors must be restricted, routine vaccination must be adopted. 


